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May at Staples Road Primary School

May was an incredibly action-packed month at Staples Road Primary School! We saw fantastic determination
during our school Mini Marathon and celebrated our 'Respect Champions' who had been nominated by adults
throughout the school for going above and beyond in terms of respectful behaviour. In our classes, Reception
had a wonderful time dressing up as helpful community heroes, Year 1 began growing their own beans for their
Jack and the Beanstalk topic, and Year 2 enjoyed a thrillingly creepy-crawly visit from the Eden Oasis ‘Bug Man'.

Our lower Key Stage 2 students have been diving into brilliant, hands-on learning. Year 3 investigated the
human skeleton in Science by building protective 'skulls' for an egg, and they practiced using measurement
scales during a fun maths cooking session. Meanwhile, Year 4 explored local heritage with an insightful visit to
St Mary’'s Church and expanded their horizons globally by writing letters to their new penpals in China. These
were hand delivered by our teachers who visited Beijing during half-term to teach and enjoy a range of cultural
experiences.

Finally, our upper years reached new heights this month. Year 5 showed incredible bravery and teamwork
during their adventurous Residential trip, tackling bushcraft, climbing, high ropes, rafting, farm visits, archery,
and orienteering. Year 6 also made us immensely proud with their focused attitude during SATS
week—powering through their exams with the help of our energy-boosting SATS breakfasts—before creating
detailed maps to retell the story of the ancient Egyptian civilisation. What a brilliant month!
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At The National College, cur WokelUpWednesdoy guides empower and equip parents, corers ond educaotors with the confidence and procticaol skills to be able to hawe infenmed and oge-oppropriate
comarsations with children obout onling salety, mental health and wallbeing, ond climate change. Formarnty deliversd by Natianal Online Solaty, these guides now address wider togdes ond themas.
For turther guides, hints and tips, please visit notionolcollege.com.
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With over 800 million active monthly users and billions of *Snops’ sent each month, Snapchat is a popular
messaging app among children and young people. It allows users to share fun, spontaneous plctures and
videos with friends and family while using playtul filters. One of Snapchat’s unigue features is that pictures,

videos and messages are only viewable for a short period of time. ‘ ‘l
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ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE [ sNAPCHAT» <"y st 4
Snopchat+ is the platform's pramium

snapchat's use of artificiol inefiigance (A1}
includes features like the 'My Al' chatbot and subscription service, offering earty occess to new and |
4 Al-powered filters, offering Interactive experances that exclusive features. In June 2015, Snopchat introduced
a new tier called Lens+, giving subscribers access to |

. ©conbe lun but olso pose risks. These tools may share
o unfitered of Inaccurate responses, promotes unrealistic hundrads of lanses and AR axpariances for playing,
- ' beauty standards, and collect personal dota. creating, ond shoring Smops. These paid features may
Advanced fiters ond deaplake—style lenses con distort ANCOUTOQe young users to spend Money 1o oCCess |
exclusive content, increasing the risk of cverspending

reality, potentially leading to manipulatian,
¥ Imparsenation, or Inapprapriate contant, of fealing pressured 1o rmoke in-opp purchases,
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- Snopchot boosts usar amant and daily use
with feotures like streaks (daily Smopohaot exchangeos
batwean you and a friend), When o straok's baan galng
for o few days, users will see o i emoji. The number
algmngside it shows the number of days, but [f users
riss o day and break the streak, the only way to
restore it Is to pay, This encourages doily usa habits,
and frequent notifications can keep users returning to
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ACCESSIBILITY

Snapchot |s now accessible from a web browser,
meaning children can use it on a laplap or lablet
without downleading the opp. This con make activity
harder to monitor, reduce the effectiveness of parental
controds, and increase the risk of unsupervised
cammunication or exposure ta inappropriate content.
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INAPPRDPRMTE CONTENT .ﬂ—

tha app even more oftan.
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SEXTORTION m'a

B Snapchat’s disoppearing mestages
featura may toster o sense of sofety, usars maoy
bacome largets of sextortion. For example, a predator
may pressure somaona into sending nude imoges,
then somehow caplure those Images to threaten and
intimidate the victim. This might involve claiming they
will share the images with friends or farmily unless
maney ks poid.

Some cantent on Snapchal isn"t suitakbxe

far chitdren. The hashtogs used to group
cantent are deterrmined by the poster, so
wven an innocent search term could still yield
age-inappropriate results. The app's disappearing
maessoges leaturs olso mokes it easy for young people
1o share explicit images on impulee = 80 sexting
continues to be a risk ossocioted with Snopchat.
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ACCESS THE SNAPCHAT FAMIL'!’ SAFETY HUB ENCOURAGE OPEN DISCUSSIONS

Created with guidance from Common Sense Media, Snapchat has - Snapchat’s risks can be easier te handle if you nurture an open dialogue. Talk
developed o Family Sofety Hub that explains how the opp works ond how to about scoms and blockmail before letting children sign up. if they're lured into o scam,
e b8 in-app protections for teens. it's recommended that you revies this encounage them to tell you immediately. Talk epenly and nen-jwdgementally abaut

guidonce batore allowing o child to downdood Snopchaot. Remambar, the sexting, emphasising its inharent risks, Furthermore, explain how popular ‘challenges’ on
app is only intended for children aged 13 and over. thie platiorrm con have hammiul consegquences.,
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BLOCK AND REPORT USE PRIVACY SETTINGS TOGETHER

If o stranger connaots with a child on Snopchat and maokes tham feal
uncomifartable by pressuring them to send or recelve unwonted or Inappropriate

55t down with the children in your core ond explore Snapchat’'s privacy settings
1 asa shared activity. You con help them adjust iwho con contact them, view their

imoges, the child can tap the three dots on that person’s profile to report or block them. ‘ wtorles, or sea thelr locaticn on Snop Map. it's o good opportunity to explain why somae
There are aptions to state why they e reporting that user, with o tallored reporting settings ore sofer than others, reinforcing their understanding of online boundaries.
section under the ‘Nudity and Sexual Content’ category. In this cotegary, there's the Encourage tham to regularly review these settings, aspechally alter opp updates or

aption to repart somabody for threatening to Hkmudm-apﬂﬂlmgu,nr nudes’, ‘ changes in their friendship groups.
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Meet OQur Expert

Drr Chaire Sutherland iz an online safety consultant, educator and
raseanchar wha hos developed ond implemented antl-bullying ond cyber
safety policies for schools. She has written variows ooodemic papers and
corried out research for the Austrolion Government comparing internat
us® and sexting behaviour of young paople in the UK, USA and Australia W

Source: S full relerance list on guide page at mttpe: nationalco -l:gl:-*.'-2":'."-’_ju.li:.ll:-s.'wlw.ll.'llu!

X @wake_up_weds “ [wuw.thenationalcollege @ @wake.upwednesday d* @wake.up.weds

Users of this guide do so ot their own discretion. Mo liobility is ertered into. Current os of the dote of release: 17.09. 2025



