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November News

This past month has been incredibly busy and enriching across Staples Road School! We marked Remembrance in
many ways: School Council attended a beautiful memorial service led by Loughton's Mayor ClIr David Wixley; our
Year 6 prefects sold poppies; we had Remembrance assemblies and made poppies in class and the whole school
observed a minute's silence on the playground.

In our curriculum lessons, our youngest learners in EYFS had an absolute blast and were completely captivated by
the Explorer Dome, learning all about light sources, shadows, rainbows, and reflections in a fun, interactive way.
Reception classes also had a fantastic time with a special visit from author Natalie Newman. Year 1 and Year 2 both
enjoyed inspiring visits to Loughton Library, and Year 2 also completed a fun scavenger hunt. Year 1 recently
recreated the Great Fire of London, while Year 3 channeled their creativity designing and making their own Roman
mosaics.

Year 4 had an immersive Ancient Greek experience day, designing a Parthenon, decorating necklaces and vases, and
exploring artefacts with a museum visitor. Meanwhile, Year 5 welcomed a special guest, Crumpet the Tortoise, which
informed their research into how the tortoise's plastron was used for Oracle bones during the Shang Dynasty. In
Science, Year 6 had fun exploring the angle of incidence and the angle of reflection using mirrors and torches, and
they also completed their valuable Brain Buddies well-being sessions.

Finally, a massive congratulations to our Year 6 Football Team, who played their hearts out at Billericay FC, finishing
as runners-up in the Essex School Games—an amazing result! We also want to give a special mention to Mrs Mistry,
who donated her hair to the Little Princess Trust—an act of tremendous kindness!

Lastly, we'd like to thank Theydon Christmas Trees for donating our beautiful tree again this year and the Year 6
children who did a great job of decorating it.
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Emotional Intelligence

Emotional Intelligence helps people to perceive emotions in themselves and others, take
control of stress and overwhelming emotions and build and maintain better relationships.

So how can you help your pupils to become more emotionally intelligent and manage exam
stress, conflict and promote good mental health?
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